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Alcohol's Two Minute Warning
ByL. KurtWlldJnan
PrldeSportsColumnJst

Llk. h.vlng a cold on. d.llvered to you in th. V.l.P.

_ion? Think downing a coupl. "wobbly pops' with your

buddi.. in th. bl.achen I. synonymous with a good 11m.?

W.II, you'd better not .1..1 ...Did I..y .Iect? I meanyou'd
betterorpnizeareslstancemovernentloopposcm. becau..

my mllitanl.poruj_.,o i. planning an assaull on th. statu.

quo in professional .poru.

Once 1take myriplful plac. as annd Wiznn! (I know,l

know, thatlill. i.alrwlytakan)OmnlpoteOlSporuOverlord,

Ilntcndto Impo..aNew World Order for Sport>. Andyou'd

better ac' quickly becau.. my firsl dceree will ban all alcohol

consumption and ..I.. al every .pordng venu.,

My benevolen' totalltariani.m fa absolutely e..eOlial.
Too many poopl. have proven th.y can', handlotha privllala

ofboozlnlll up.

Pootball rowdl.. hava rolned th.._,or environment.
Too many arc liIellinl up on their favourite al. allallla"

panJ..beforelhepme,then'opplng upth.tankwithdnup'

throupoutth. gam.. Inebriated hock.y fanelios arc .parklng

violence in the stand. and """"Ionally mingling with Ihe

playen, adding more violence 10 an alre.dy viol.nl game.

Under my dlctalorshlp, the parking 10' and .o"...ion

.tands will be bon. dry. The "BeerMan" will.llpaway In'o
permanenlrctiremen'.

Don"bothervolclnlyourdl",,". Remember,thi. won',

be a d.mocracy. Snlv.llng aboul rip" and emphasizing

personal responslbiliry will nolconvl". m.tha' my aUlocracy
I. unn...ssary.

Just ask univeniry administralora. Th. dangen of alcohol

abuse, .peclfically blng.lng (five or more drinks on Ih. "10'

oc.asion eI leasl once In a thll1y-day period), have become

acu" acro.. campuses and panicularly eI .porting .ven". In
re'ponse, ."ingen' al.ohol pollci.. for football and olher

spor1Sactlvill..arevinuailyunlvenalalNCAA ..hool.. By

1996, all ..hool. In Ihe Big 12 Conf.re"e, hiolori.ally a

foo,ball powcrllou.., had a no-alcohol poll.y althelr lam...
Thed""'ctiv..ff_ofalcoholwlthInNonh Amarica'a

cullural,.oclal, and "ooomic envlronmant are undenlabl..

Th. colt to soci.ry .lallera you Ilk. belnl bllnd..ld.d by

Warnn Sapp.

Accordlnllo Ihe Na,lonallnslitu" on DNI Abu.., an
annofth.U.S. Nallonallnslitu".ofH.alth("NIH"),in 1992.
,h. ..onomi. COol to America from al.ohol abuse and

alcoholism wasanesllmated$14S billion. Th.to"lesllmated

.pendins forhealth care services was $IS.g billion for al.ohol

probl.m. and Ihe m.dl.al .onsequence. of al.ohol
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consumptio.. Peopl. have been p.ying a price in criminal
victlmiDtloo.

A I99S U. S. Departmenl of Juslice report, Alcohol ond

Crime.. A. ano/yd, of Notional Dato on the Prevo/enc. of

AI.oho/lnvolve...nt '.Crime. conclud..thalncarly four in
10viole..crim.. involve u"ofalcohol, about four in 10 fa,,1

motor vehlele accide." are alcohol. Involved, and about four

in 10 offenden (reSlldless of whether they are on probalion,

In local jail or sla" prison) "If.report th.. they were usins
alcoholalthetimeoftheoffence. Two-thlrdsofviClIm.who

suffered vlolen.. by an intim..e (a"ITCO'or foon...pouse,

boyfriend or girlfriend) reported th.. .Icobol had been a
factor.

WI,h .I.ohol nowlna within, .poru f..ilitlea ca..o'

divort" themselv.. 1Tom the negallve eff.." seen In the

broader .ommunlry. In'lead, thay raprese.. a unlquo

.haUenl',
In .apport of thl. eosartion, the Canadian Can... on

Sub coAbuseln I" 199 I Prese.tallon 10Ontarlo'a Liquor

Llcenca Board ("LLBO") ,"'ed, "Sportlna ev.." ..prese..

a .peciallypc of drinking venue. The.. Is clearly a hlper

propenslly 10 .Icohol-rel..ed problem., particu larly al.ohol-

rel..ed aggres.ive behaviour and Impaired driving. Sportl.g

even" are di.proportlon..ely a.ended by young m.I.., who

hava the hlghes' ra'e. of drinklns. In many i..Ie , Ihe
emolion of the evenl ilBelfcan contribute 10 wh.. has been

tenoed a "consumptio..inten.ive enviro.m,nt."

The .I.ohol-indu..d a...dote. conti..e 10 mounl: i
fightingandroad rage ou"ldeCIn,innali'. Paul Brown Stadium

.fterbaseball and foolb.1I gam..; .hameress Comi.key Park I
andWnlreyFieldpa publiclyurin..inginCbicago'. I I'
end 44' w.rd.; .tupefied U.iverolry of Maryland fen.

..lebrali'athe2002 NCAA Basketb.IIChampion.hipwith.

raging ten. fool bonfire, fighling, ond launling poli.., who

responded with tear sas and pepper 'pray: nuisances on 'he

POA golf'our, benefi'ing fi'om Inexpenslveli,kels and frec-

nowinS beer, ,mb.m...ins 'ponsors and dl'lUptins players

with 'heir beh.viour, oven hurling raclsl.ommen"" lolfer

Esteban Tol.do, a naliv. Mexi.an: dronken Philadelphian.
golnl so wild. few weeks aSo al a Monday nishl football

gamelhat'hey h.d '0 be ,oated with a .Ioud of pepper .prey

so thl.k Ilaffe"ed the I.nocent and halted the geme.

Now, os a f.lr-mlnded, d..poli. hopeful, I am not deaflo

arguments, which .0n'radiClmy asenda. Clearly.al.ohol use

eI .porting evenls may have culturel.ignlfiee... .. pan of

thecomrad.ry and rev.lry among fan.. Also. SOlo' European

re..arch on soccer hooligans .how. that some people will.CI

as though th.y are dro.k, even when they arc s..relly siven

pl..ebo beers withoul .leohol. Related research .ugges"

th.. alcohol ban... stadiums .ould lead 10 I..reased drlnklnl

prior '0 arrival orth. .ubstitution of other dIUg., like e y
foralcohol,

But illega1ccstasy I.hardlyapmcctsubstituteforpmcctly

I'gal beer, even ifyoua..ume be"guzzlers who ,..,h wreck

on b..w. ..the game have a lasle for oIher drogs. For Ihe

cretins who mighl Iry '0 Ie' ex",-hemm.red before arrivins

atthe game, 1have one word: breathalyscr. U.dermyresime,

a friendly, neighboumOod.sarconi.s devi.. will be ..ady 10

greel you a'the turnstil.., ch..k your blood-.I,ohol level

and, ifn...ssary, keep your dlUnk '" out.
And don'l start moaning .bout alilhel un..aso..ble

,.arch ond .eizure ond privacy non I don 'I hear you
complalning,oo much aboulthe diaital viden su",.iII.n..,
..linal"a.. and f racoanilio. l..hnololY 'h.. ,h. .poru

powera hava planned for our presenl free and democrali.

.oclety.

Remember ,h.. the Orend Wizard Omnipote.. won 'I be

IUnnlnla d.mocra.y. So prepare yourselv.., you Imbiblnl
i.fidels. Mycau" ;srigh'enu.and mymo'iv.. pure. Thctime

'od..ldel..ow. Either you arcwlthme,or...~
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